WOMEN’S MONTH 2021:

A lot to celebrate, but still a long way to go
To mark International Women’s Month in 2021, The Philippine Commission on Women
shared the Global Gender Gap Report 2020 of the World Economic Forum: The Philippines remains
number 1 in Asia in terms of closing the gender gap, and is the only Asian country that made it in the
Top Twenty. However, it also dropped 8 notches from its place a year ago:

This reflects the reality in which we find ourselves today: a world and nation wherein
women have made great strides, but still a lot of work to be done remains.
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There are undoubtedly a lot of HERoes leading the way, representing women in
various aspects of society: entertainment, industry, sports, and music.

In terms of the workforce, there is also a lot to cheer for: the Philippines, in fact, “... has closed
80% of the Economic Participation and Opportunity gender gap, with women outnumbering men in
senior and leadership roles, as well as in professional and technical professions. It is only one of
four countries to achieve this feat.” (Larson, 2019).
On a related note, this is reflected as well in terms of when one looks at how men and
women consume content on the internet. Their interests break the stereotype that men are just
interested in sports and politics and women on celebrity news and fashion. Women are still
interested in that, but they are also reading and watching a lot more than that. Arguably even a lot
more than what males are consuming.
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Yet, a lot of work still needs to be done.
When one looks at the Filipino word for “woman” - “babae” on social listening, that is when we see
conversations revolving around it that call our attention to the plight of Filipino women:

Also, looking more specifically at what women and men consume on the internet regarding
the topics “schools” and “distance learning”, and “nutrition and nutrients”, seem to be more
consumed by women. One is led to ask: In the context of the pandemic and everything happening
at home, are traditional expectations still prevailing?

Google Search also reveals how a part of our society still falls behind, even in our current
digital age. Google Translate would translate gender-neutral pronouns attached to tasks, into how
they’ve been traditionally perceived by society.
The defense of this reveals something maybe even more troubling. The head of Google
Translate, Macduff Hughes, addressed the issue when the issue first surfaced, describing that the
machine learning services reflect the specific biases seen in language, particularly on societal
biases. These societal biases are then understood and amplified by the various machine-learning
devices.
Today, there is much to celebrate as big leaps forward have been made. Yet, we are also
reminded that just as women show their might, there is still much to be done about their plight. The
question is - are we listening to what she’s saying, looking at what she’s reading, searching for
what she’s looking for, and are we sparking transformation for her?
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